THE  CITY  REBUILT
the land. The Fleet scheme and the changes in the quays must
be taken into account. Both have been sketched. Barges and
lighters, through their agency, were intended to take an even
greater share in the city's transport. They failed, and the im-
portance of the up-river quays declined, but it is worth remem-
bering that the Fleet Canal was expected to do for the western
liberties what the road from London Bridge to Bishopsgate did
for the east.
The Fleet scheme had a further importance. The growth of
the city and the expansion of its trade had at once increased the
need for storage facilities and diminished the space available
for that purpose. The quays along the new canal, and the great
vaults constructed beneath them, were intended to supplement
this deficiency. To some extent they did, but in general 'that
project did not take'. The same idea inspired the clause in the
'Paving and Cleansing' Act of i67V under which the City
was authorized to set out jahd "purchase 'ground for common
laystalls and for public stores, for all sorts of fuel, and for all
sorts of materials for pitching, paving and cleansing the streets,
and for other commodities for public use'.2 This was acted
upon, and the coal dues were used to pay for land alongside
Dowgate, Puddle and Whkefriars Docks, and near the fort
built during the Civil War by Mile End Green. When bought
these sites were fitted up to serve as much needed laystalls,8
thus facilitating the cleansing of the streets and helping with
the perennial problem of the disposal of refuse. Neither
problem was solved, for collectors and householders were
equally ready to evade regulations, and unprotected ground
soon suffered the fate of the site in Priest's Alley which 'haveing
layne soe long unbuilt and there being noe other ground un-
built neare it' was surreptitiously used by the neighbouring
1 22 & 23 Charles II, c. 17, ss. 9-10.
2 See the act of Common Council which put the statute into force: (Jor., 47, f. 1467
et seg., and Birch, op. cit., p. 235 et seq.).
3 Laystalls were the depositories, inter alia, for the sweepings from the streets, the
refuse and ashes from the houses, and the oils, dirt and dung from inns, stables and
places of trade (breweries, soap-boilings, etc.) in the various Wards.
295